
Congratulations!
Master Gardener Recognitions - 2016



Thank You MG Board of Directors

2016-2017

 Sonya Prestridge - President

 Kathi Perez - 1st VP Public Outreach

 Judy MacKenzie - 2nd VP Volunteer Education

 Bob Frey - 3rd VP Member Services 

 Amy Hall - 4th VP Communication

 Mike Harrelson - 5th VP Financial Development

 Rob Oswalt - Treasurer

 Gail Sims - Secretary

 Ray Conser - Member at Large

 Kathy McKee - Parliamentarian

2015-2016

 Linda Morse - President, 06-11/2015

 Sonya Prestridge - President, 11/2015–05/2016

 Sonya Prestridge - 1st VP Public Outreach

 Judy MacKenzie - 2nd VP Volunteer Education

 Bob Frey - 3rd VP Member Services

 Leslie Crawford - 4th VP Communication

 Mike Harrelson - 5th VP Financial Development

 Karen Frank - Treasurer

 Gail Sims - Secretary

 Tammy Schwab - Member at Large, 06-11/2015

 Kathi Perez - Parliamentarian



Thank You UCCE and SD County Staff

 Jim Bethke

 Roland Hills

 Scott Parker

 Jennifer Pelham

 Erin Spaniel



Thank You Recertification Committee!

Paul Knowles Mary Manaster

Larry Brown Dorothy Notter

Ellen Cadwallader Adelle Owen

Laura Eubanks Sheila Padgett

Bob Gale Hanna Richardson

Suzie Heap Trish Stuart



Thank You Recognitions Committee!

Monica Bockman Linda Haley

Dayle Cheever Kira Olsson

Ray Conser Mo Price

Kate Engler Marcia Van Loy



Thank You to Our Photo Contributors!

Leigh Adams Scott Parker

Frank Borkat Mo Price

Dayle Cheever Lisa Rini

Ray Conser Barb Sands

Lisa Marun

Meredith French!!



Class of 2016 – Thanks for Joining Our Ranks!



Board Members Stepping Down

 Leslie Crawford – VP Communication (2015-2016)

 Karen Frank – Treasurer (2011-2016) 

 Linda Morse – President (6/2015-11/2015)

 Kathi Perez – Parliamentarian (2013-2016)

 Sonya Prestridge – VP Public Outreach (2014-2016)

 Tammy Schwab – Member at Large (6/2015-11/2015)



Committee Leadership 

Stepping Down 

 Diane Bailey – School Gardens (2008-2016)

 Debbie Handal – Seminar 2016

 Mike Harrelson – Seminar 2016

 Mike Harrelson – Fall Event 2015

 Judy MacKenzie – Classroom Ops 2016

 Renee Tepper – Demo Gardens (2012-2015)

 Marcia Van Loy – Recognitions History (2009-2015)



250 Volunteer Hours



250 Hour Milestone

Kathryn Blankinship
School Gardens

Demo Gardens

Nominating Committee

Earth Friendly Gardens

Coko Brown
Growing Opportunities

Ask A MG (Wynola Events)

Spring Seminars

Plant Sales



250 Hour Milestone
Kathleen Closson
Gardening with Class Co-Chair for 2016

School Gardens

Community Gardens

Ask A MG

Suzanne Carlson
Ask A MG

Meeting Room Set Up

General Meeting Minutes

Plant Sales and Spring Seminars



250 Hour Milestone

Robin Colvey
Demonstration Garden

Community Gardens

Spring Seminars

Plant Sales

Giana Crispell
Demonstration Garden

Community Gardens

Ask A MG

Class of 2016 Mentor and Selection Committee



250 Hour Milestone Andy Fincham
Birdhouses and Gourds

Hotline

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales

Ask A MG
Jay Davis 
Ask A MG

Demonstration Garden

School Gardens

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales



250 Hour Milestone Sherry Goldman 
Field Trip Committee

Flower Fields Demo Garden Committee

Plant Sales

Seminars

Bob Frey 
Exec Board - Volunteer Services Chair

Class of 2016 Operations Emcee

Festival of Fruit Committee Member

Seminars and Plant Sales



250 Hour Milestone Joan Herskowitz
School Gardens

Flower Fields Demo Garden

Seminar Volunteer

Ask A MG

Debbie Handal
Seminar 2016 Co-Chair

Flower Fields Demo Garden

Festival of Fruit Plant Sale

Classroom Coordinator for 2015 Seminar



250 Hour Milestone
Valerie Houlihan
Growing Opportunities Co-Chair

Seminar 2016 - Classroom Supervisor

Composting Queen at Spring Seminars and

Fall Plant Sales

Heather Holland 
School Garden Committee Chair

Seminar 2016 - Speaker Support

Class of 2016 Mentor

Plant Sales and Seminars



250 Hour Milestone
Maria Mata
Multiple Speakers Bureau Presentations

Community Gardens

Festival of Fruit 

Seminars And Plant Sales

Jon Lewis 
Gardening with Class Co-Chair for 2016

School Gardens

Class of 2016 Mentor

Speakers Bureau



250 Hour Milestone Kira Olsson
Ask a MG

Recognitions History Committee

Training for Co-workers on IPM 

Birdhouse Making and Sales

Diana Mauldin 
Hotline

Growing Opportunities

Plant Sales

Seminars



250 Hour Milestone Len Schultz
Publicity Committee

Venue Coordinator for Seminar 2016

Constructs and Sells Birdhouses

Ask a MG
Janice Schock
New Exhibits Design 

Community Gardens

School Gardens   

Hotline



250 Hour Milestone

Deborah Scott
Plant Right Surveys

Seminars 

Plant Sales

HOA Consulting

Cathy Sparks
School Gardens

Community Gardens

Hotline

Advanced Ed Committee



250 Hour Milestone
Karen Woods
Ask a MG

Spring Home and Garden Show 

Demo Garden at Flower Fields

Design Charrettes

Clara Witherspoon
Seminar 2016 Set-Up and Greeter

Publicity Committee for Botanical Garden  

Spring Seminars

Fall Plant Sales



500 Volunteer Hours



500 Hour Milestone
Karen Braun
School Gardens

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales 

Design Charrettes

Hotline

Jeff Biletnikoff
Fall Plant Sales

Spring Seminars

Ask A MG 

Birdhouses and Gourds



500 Hour Milestone
Ray Conser
Board Member at Large, 

2016 New Class Selection 

and Training (Lab Czar)

New Exhibits Design

Bird Houses/Gourds

Dayle Cheever 
Growing Opportunities Chair

Recognitions History

Seminars and Plant Sales

Bird Houses and Gourds



500 Hour Milestone
Sharon Jones 
Ask a MG

Flower Fields Demo Garden

Seminars

Plant Sales

Kate Engler 
Class of 2016 Curriculum Committee

Recognitions History

Growing Opportunities

Birdhouses and Gourds



500 Hour Milestone Vicki Lugo 
School Gardens

Radish Judging at Fair

Class of 2016 Mentor Coordinator

Class of 2016 Selection Committee  

Beth Jurecki
Community Gardens

Earth Friendly Gardens 

Hotline

Plant Sales and Seminars



500 Hour Milestone

Jessica 

McGee 
Ask a MG

History Committee Chair

Spring Seminars

Plant Sales

Dyanna Madro
Birdhouse Sales

Hotline

Festival of Fruit

Plant Right Surveys



500 Hour Milestone Don Starr
Balboa Park San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation

Plant Sale Mastermind

Ask a MG

Whatever Laura Volunteers Them For!

Susan Pransky
Design Charette Coordinator, 

Flower Field Demo Garden

Sales Table at Monthly Meetings

Seminars and Plant Sales



500 Hour Milestone Grace Veltman
Hotline (since graduation)

Plant Sales and Seminars

Ask a MG Booth at Flower Fields 

and S.D. County Fair

Carol Stevens 
New Exhibits Design Committee

Hotline

Class of 2016 Mentor

Plant Sales and Seminars



750 Volunteer Hours



750 Hour Milestone

Joni Gabriel
Seminar 2016 Classroom Coordinator 

Speakers Bureau - Braille Institute

Community Gardens

Growing Opportunities

Mike Harrelson 
Seminar 2016 Co-Chair 

Festival of Fruit 2015

Executive Board Finance 

Development Chair

Multi-Tasking at the Spring 

Seminars and Plant Sales



750 Hour Milestone

Judith Jacoby 
Seminar 2016: Soil Exhibit

Community Gardens

School Gardens

New Class Selection and Training

Sharon Lee 
Seminar 2016 Plant Sale Coordinator

Flower Fields and Balboa Park Demo Gardens  

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales, 

New Class Mentor



750 Hour Milestone

Mary Manaster
Class of 2016:  Classroom Mom

Ask A MG Balboa Park Botanic Building

School Gardens

Community Gardens

Kathi Perez 
VP Public Outreach

Seminar 2016 Speaker

Ask a MG

Class of 2016 Selection Team



750 Hour Milestone

Jean Reilly 
MG office - Newsletter 

Compilation and Distribution

School Gardens

Demo Gardens

Ask A MG Booth

Hotline 

Ruth Wolfe
Seminar 2016 Speaker: Creative 

Groundcovers and Hardscapes 

Hotline

Ask A MG

Seminars and Plant Sales



750 Hour Milestone Margaret Yorio
Advanced Ed Committee 

(Speakers, Topics, Meeting 

Setup and Teardown)

MG Electronic Communications

Hotline

Diane 

Woodward 
2016 New Class Selection

New Exhibits and Design

Seminars and Plant Sales

Ask A MG

Hotline



10 Years of Service and 

1000 Volunteer Hours



A Decade of Service –

10 Year Gold Star Badge

Susanna Ball

Sherry Davidson

Debbie Hall



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Karen Davis
Spring Seminar

Ask a MG

Hotline

Grants Committee

Birdhouses



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Joanne Fagnani
Flower Fields Demo Garden

Green Elephant Item Preparation

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales

Birdhouse/Gourd Workshops and Sales 

Ask a MG

Hotline



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Judy MacKenzie
Member of Executive Board

Vice President Volunteer Education

Class of 2016:  Operations Team Leader

Seminar 2016 Presenter

School Gardens

Seminars and Plant Sales



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Rita Perwich
Speaker Support at Seminar 2016

Speaker (Roses) for Various Garden Clubs

Writing and Research (Fungi, Cool Season Planting)

School Gardens

Coronado Assisted Living



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Sonya Prestridge
MG President

VP Public Outreach

Chaired Board Retreat - Defined 

Goals for the MG Program

Mentor for Two in Class of 2016 

New Class Selection 2015

Plant Sales and Spring Seminars 

Hotline



1K – “Solid As A Rock”

Liz Woodward
Led Class of 2016 Interview Team 

Mentor for Class of 2016  

Spring Seminar - Classroom Supervisor

Flower Fields Demo Garden 

”Intro to Horticulture" at MG Training Class 

Video for Training Recruitment



1250, 1500, 1750 Volunteer Hours



1250 Hour Milestone

Frank Borkat
Audio Visual Wizard

Photography

Speaker Assistance

Ask A MG Booth

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales

Linda Morse 
School Gardens

MG President

New Class Training and  Selection

Festival of Fruit 



1250 Hour Milestone

Al Myrick 
Ask a MG 

Plant Sales and Seminars 

CNPS Garden Tours 

Hotline

Sonya Prestridge
MG President Extraordinaire!

Ask a MG

Mentor for Two in Class of 2016 

New class selection 2015

Plant Sales and Spring Seminars 

Hotline



1250 Hour Milestone

Sue Temple 
School Gardens (Torrey 

Hills, Carillo Elementary, 

South Oceanside, Laurel 

Elementary and others)

Gardening with Class

Demo Garden

New Class Mentor

Carvill Veech
Advanced Ed Committee

Rose Pruning Training and Demo 

for the Public at Coronado 

Public Library

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales



1250 Hour Milestone

Cindy Witt 
New Class Selection and 

Training, 2012, 2014, 2016 

Hotline Superstar

School Gardens

Plant Sales and Spring Seminars



1500 Hour Milestone

Loretta Cory
School Gardens

Radish Judging

spring seminars and Plant Sales 

Grants Committee 

Nancy Helt
Class of 2016 Selection Committee

Chair Community Gardens 

2014 and 2015 Nominating Committee

Seminars, Plant Sales, and Special Events



1500 Hour Milestone

Mo Price(less) 
Volunteer Coordinator - Seminar 2016

SignUpGenius Administrator

Class of 2016: Intro to Horticulture 

What's that Bloomin' Thing Project 

San Diego Botanic Garden

Recognitions History Committee 

Hanna Richardson 
Grants Committee

New Exhibits Design 

Earth Friendly Garden 

Demonstration Gardens

Ask A MG

Plant Sales and Seminars



1750 Hour Milestone

Joan Martin
Seminar 2016: Co-Chair Green Elephant Sale

Established Flower Fields Demo Garden

Ask A MG 

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales

Bill Nugent 
Seminar 2016 Speakers 

Festival of Fruit

New Class Selection 

Computer Wiz



1750 Hour Milestone

Dawn Standke
Earth Friendly Gardens

Field Trip Committee Chair

Class of 2016 Class Ops

Speakers Bureau

Nora Weiner 
Hotline (since 2001)

Spring Seminars

Plant Sales



2000 – 5750 Volunteer Hours



2K hours – “A Rock and A Hard Place”

Karen Frank - $$$$$
Completed 5-year Term as MG Treasurer

Seminar 2016: Coordinated Credit Card Sales

Member of Support Team for UC MOU

Festival of Fruit Volunteer

Plant Sales and Seminars



2K hours – “A Rock and A Hard Place”

Meredith French
Photography Committee Chair

School Gardens

Speakers Bureau - Habitat Gardening

Organized Recent Luncheon for 

Palomar District Garden Club

Plant Sales and Seminars



2K hours – “A Rock and A Hard Place”

Peggy Katz
School Gardens, 

Ask a MG booth

Seminars and Plant Sales

Advanced Ed Committee



2500 Hour Milestone

Paul Knowles
Class of 2016 Selection Committee 

Nominating Committee

Prior MG President

Speakers Bureau

Chair of the Recertification Committee



2750 Hour Milestone

Marilyn Wieland
School Gardens

Radish Judging

Seminar 2016 - Speaker Assistant

Healthy Garden/Healthy Home 

New Class Mentor

Ask A MG



3K hours – “No Stone Unturned”

Judy Crall
School Gardens

Gardening with Class Conferences  

Birdhouses

Ask a MG Booth



3K hours – “No Stone (or Dollar) Unturned”

Gail Sims
Board of Directors – Secretary

Ways & Means Committee

Plant Sales and Seminars

San Diego Horticultural Society 

Garden Clubs

MG Merchandise!



3250 Hour Milestone

Joyce Gemmell
Resident Vegetable Expert

Hotline

Published a plethora of articles (access on MG website)

Speakers Bureau

Plant Sales and Seminars 



4750 Hour Milestone

Charlotte Getz
Seminar 2016

Radish Judge

School Gardens

Gardening with Class Committee

Ask a MG

Speakers Bureau - Fall & Winter Blooming Plants



5250 Hour Milestone

Carol Graham
Ask THE Master Gardener!

San Diego County Fair

Exhibit Scheduling

Speakers Bureau

Spring Home Garden Show

Spring Seminars and Plant Sales



5750 Hour Milestone

Leta Bender
The list is too long!

2016 Gardening with Class Committee

Seminar 2016 Photographer

Nominating Committee

Class of 2016 Mentor and Selection Team

School Gardens since 2003

Seminars and Plant Sales

Garden Consultations

New Class Selection and Training

Ask A MG

Nominating Committee



5750 Hour Milestone

Marcia Van Loy
What hasn’t she done?

Radish Judging

Speaker at SD County Fair, Seminar 2016, Oceanside 

Garden Club, Aviara Women's Garden Club

Developed Birdhouse Project

MG Class Selection Committee

Recording Secretary

Ask A MG Booth

Speakers Bureau



15 and 20 Year Honors



15-Year Pins

Ellen Cadwallader

Heather Hazen

Judy Macomber

Linda McCormick

Jessica McGee



15-Year Pins

Al Myrick

Dora Jean Myrick

Laura Starr

Marcia Van Loy

Nora Weiner

Liz Youngflesh



20-Year Pins

Clyde Berndsen

Suzanne Mack

Adelle Owen

Robin Rivet

Lucy Warren



Thank you for a wonderful year!


